Rupture of thoracic aortic aneurysm is a life threatening condition. Rupture in the right pleural cavity is extremely rare. We report the case of an 80-year-old man with a spontaneous right hemothorax. Diagnosis was made by computed tomography (CT) scan. He was managed with chest tube and stabilization. The patient died before any surgical intervention. We report this case to emphasize that rupture of aortic aneurysm should be considered in the evaluation of spontaneous hemothorax even if it is right-sided particularly in the elderly. Emergent therapy is necessary to prevent mortality.
INTRODUCTION
Hemothorax may be the consequence of trauma or may develop spontaneously. Non-traumatic or spontaneous hemothorax is a relatively uncommon event. The wide range of pathological processes that may trigger intrathoracic bleeding includes rupture of thoracic aortic dissection or aneurysm (1) . A ruptured thoracic aortic aneurysm is a critical condition leading to multiple complications including hemothorax and life threatening hemorrhage (2) .
A ruptured aortic aneurysm usually causes left hemothorax. We present a case of ruptured aortic aneurysm, which caused right hemothorax.
CASE SUMMARY
An 80-year-old smoker male patient with no medical history was admitted for acute right chest pain. On physical examination, the patient was alert and pale. His Emergent treatment is required. For some surgeons, placement of a chest tube is an obligation to reduce intrathoracic pressure (2) and to prevent the development of a film of fibrin and blood, which form a thick inelastic membrane, trapping the lungs and decreasing pulmonary function (4). For others, chest tube placement is dissuaded because it worsens hemodynamic instability (10).
Emergent surgical repair to control the source of bleeding is the real curative treatment (2, 10) . Surgical repair consists of clamping the aorta to quickly stop the hemorrhage before the placement of prosthetic graft (8) .
Ruptured thoracic aortic aneurysm or aortic dissection is fatal if left undiagnosed or untreated. In fact, they may cause massive hemorrhaging and have been associated with a mortality rate of over 50% (8) .
CONCLUSION
Aortic aneurysm with rupture is a fatal condition that may be, rarely, associated with right hemothorax. It requires immediate diagnosis and treatment to prevent mortality. This unusual presentation should always be considered in the elderly with acute chest pain. Computed tomography is crucial for surgical planning and should be the first diagnostic examination performed.
